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THOUSANDS OF

VICTIMS

BEG FOR FOOD AND WATER

Time Increases Horror of

Situation in ltaly’s Earth-

quake District and Brings No Decrease in
Estimates of Casualties.

ESTIMATE OF 115,000 DEAD MAY BE LOW

King and Queen Visit Messina and Reggio and Per-
sonally Assist the Rescuers---Foreign Ships
. Rendering Noble Service Along Coast.

Rome, Dec. 31.—Slowly the measure
of thne disaster that has depopulated
Calabria and Sicily is being taken, and
as reports accumulate it is seen the
first estimate has in no sense exagger-
ated the extent and horror of the vis-
itation. An official estimate places the
dead at 115,000, but there is reason to
believe this may be greatly exceeded.

SURVIVORS CLAIM ATVYENTION.

Today the pitiable sight cf the sur-
vivors claims universal attention. R=
lief of their suflfering calis for the
cancentrated eifort of ail nations
Countiess thousands of half-demented,
naked and starving survivors, some
wounded and some uninjured, are cry-

ing pitifully for food and water, clcth-| ..

ing, shelter, and medical attention.
GRISCOM GOING TO SCEVE.
It is reported several Americans lost

their lives in the wreck of the hotel|oy

at Messina.

Ambassador Griscom is about 1> set
out from Rome for the south, in an
endeavor to secure information con-
cerning missing American travelers.

MORE ESTINATIS MADE.

The latest estimates of the dead at
Palmi and Bagnara are 14,000 and 12,
000, regpectively, JTwo thousand so
diers were kiiled at Repgio. At Santo
Eufemia 1,500 are dead and the in-
jured exceed that number,

The survivors say for half an hour
before the quake the heavens were
filled with a goergeous display of light
resembling the aurora borealis.

NEED 25000 TO HELP.

It is declared an army of no less
than 25,000 men will be nceded tc
rescue the living who are still en-
trapped in the ruins, and to bury the
dead.

Kinz Heports from Reggio.

Rome, Dec. 21.—King Emmanuel,
who left Messina last night with Queen
Helena, arrived early today at Reggio
After visiting town in company
with the queen, reembarked on a
warship, and sent the following wire:
less telegram (o ‘Premier Gilollitti:

“1 return frowmn Reggio, which I found
in a condition no less disasirous than
thar at Messina. A Russian warship
with 500 wounded on board wilj ar-
rive at Naples this morning, and ev-
erything must be prepared for their

the
he

FIGHT FOR LIFE
- OVER F0OD IN
MESSINA RUIN

Messina, Dec. 31.—A frightful scenz
occurred here today amid the ruins of
the customs house, Bands of famished
individuals were groping among the
debris in hape of discovering food.
The first of the searchers who wers
successfu] were attacked by« others
with revolvers and knives and were
obliged to defend their finds literally
with their lives, The struggie was
fierce, Famished men threw them-
selves upon each other like wolves
and several fell disemboweled in de-
fending a handful of dry beans and a
few ounces of flour.

landinz and housing., Another Russian
stiip will earry wounded to Syracuse.”
Regiment of Infantry Drovwned?

Rege Dee, 21.—There is reason (o
believe regiment infantry was
the tidal at Palmi.
hundred soldiers’ bedies have
heen recovered,

1;“_
|J?-
lrowned by wave
I'liree
already

As a precautionary measure against
an outbreak of bodies
of persons killed in the earthguake are
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Sever Greater Tragedy.
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Land Irrevoeably Rulned,

It is imposcible accurately to ascer-
tain extent of the movement eas:
and west in the inland regions, bhut 1t
certain that the beauty of one of
the moest charming sections of southern
Italy has been irrevocally despoiled.
Vineyards are no more;
of I=mon, orange and olive trees have
been torn up, and the enchanting
with its soft and fragran:
foliage, hecn converted into a
hideous desert.

Regzgio, whose gay aspeet set off the
severity of the mountains, and Palmi,
perched jauntily amid orange and olive
trees, have become mere blots on the
horizon,

the
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Save Millions From
Messina Branch of
the Bank of Italy

Dee. 31.—News from Mes-

18

Catania,
tina sets forth that some progress
being made in the work of succoring
the wounded survivors, but no at-
tempt is being made to remove the
wreckage., Troops and sailors have
obliged to shoot down robbers
who persisted in looting. The entire
loca] treasury of the Messina branch
ol the Bank of Iltaly, $2.000,000 has
been saved and s on board an ltalian
warship.

The fires at

been

Messina have not yet
beenn put out and there is no water
with which to combat the flames.
Many people still refuse to leave the
riuins of their houses. Force often is
necessary to get them to the ships in
the harbor. There are large numbers
in the suburbs of Messina who will

“JOY RIDING” BY CHAUFFEURS HELD
LARCENY IN NEW YORK COURT RULING

New York, Dec. 31.—It is larceny for
a chauffeur to take an auntomobile from
a garage and without the permission
of the owner, use it in entertaining his
friends, commonly known as ~jo¥
riding.” This question was asked of a
jury by Judge Foster, listening to the
testimony of two men who had been
arrested for using the vehicles of their
employers in “joy riding” unknewn to
the owners. The jurv in each case re-
turned a verdict of gueiliy and the men
were sentenced, one to three months
and the other to nine months in the

penitentiary. It was argued that the
accused men were robbing their em-
ployers by using up gasoline and axle
grease and by wearing out the tires.
The Auwtomobile Club of America
was much interested in the proeded-
ings, bwing to the fact that there are
the first convictions for oifenses of this
nature. After sentence had been im-
posed lawyers for that association an-
nounced that they would appeal to the
appellate division in an effort to have
a law placed in the'code making “joy
riding” constitute grand larceny.
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Washington, Dec, 31.—The matter ofi
dispatching the fleet of 16 American |
battieships, now making its way
through the Red sea, to assist in alle-
viating the distress of southern Italy
is under consideration by the authori-
ties here. Although the fieet could not
fr22ch Messina before January 15 it is
| believed the ships wita their 15,000
thoroughly disciplined sailors, splendid
{corps of medical officers and surgeons,
{abundant sup;lies of medicines and
food would be very welcome visitors
to the shores of Sicily, even at that
late date.
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Ask (ongress to Give.

Weaehineton, De 21.—1t is learned
today from an authoritative source the
president will on Monday next deliver

o congress & messaze urzging a liberaj
the relief of carth-
sufferers in Italy.

appropriation for
quake
siven Nnvy
Yeork, Dec. United
tates naval supply ship, Celtie, will |
il from port today with 1.500.000
pavy rations for the Italian earthquake |
sufferers. The rations were [ntended
to supply the battieshin fleet put the
navy departifient bhas aunthorized the
delivery of the supplies 1o the desti-
tute Italians and Sicilians.
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BATTLESHIP FLEET NOW IN RED SEA MAY BE HASTENED
TO ITALIAN COAST TO GIVE SUCH AID AS IS POSSIBLE

Louis §25.000, Mrs, Russel] Sage $5.000
for the relief of the Italian earthquake
sufferers,
Red Cross Responds.

Washington  Dee. 31.—Contributlons
already ar hand from the Red Cross
branches fhroughout the United States
give promise of general help for the
ltalian sufferers. As a siarter $50.000
wis gent to the ltalian Red Crass to-
day.

Small Cyclone at Sterling.
Sterling, Iil., Dec. 31.—A small cv-
clone blew down three smokestacks on
the Sterling gas plant yesterday, kill

| ing Joln Royee of Rushville M1, andd

seriougly injuring Jacob 1. Snhyder of
this city.

PRESIDENT NOT
CALLED ON BY
CONGRESSMEN

Washington, Dec. 31—Senator Hale,
iut-tiug

chairman of the committee on|
{approg riations, which has in charge|
the investigation of the methods of!
the secret service, said today there
was no intention. so far as he knew. |
of summoning Roosevelt before thel
committee after his retirement March
4, as intimaied in published reports.

not come back intn the eity for fear
of a recurrence of the shocks, Only
two members of the muaicipal council
of Messina survived the disaster.

Blue jackets from the Russian war-
ships at Messina have performed val-
orous service. They risked their lives
recklessly in the work of extricating
the wounded. Hospitals have Dbeen
improvised at wvarious places, but gre
already full.

Dead ia Two Clities 110,000,

Rome, Dec. 21.—The immensity of
the disaster in southern Iialy and
Sicily ean only be measured by the fact
that it is now estimated that 110,040
persons peérished in Messinag and Reg-
glo alone, A score of other towns
have been devgstated and thousands
of vietims in these places ppust be
added to the roll. In the face of these
awful totals al]l Italy stands appalled,

Nor has the full death list yet heen
reached. Ship loads of fugitives have
arrived at Naples and other ports, and
the vast majority of these are soraly
Injnrig Other thousands remaln near
the ns of their homes or wander
half-starving, half-naked over the land.
The forces that on Monday over-
whelmed the cities also destroyed the
means of sustenance.

Telegraphic communication has been
established with Messina, the appar-
atug having been established in a rail-
way van. Messages which have come
over the line, though they have heen
meager in detall, show that hopa is
gone.

Few Liviag in Messinn.

'Nothing remains of the city but a
mass of ruins that have heen swept
by fire. A few survivors are heing
cared for by the rescuing forees, bur
their distress is great and &t has been
increased by the violent jey winds
that, foilowed the deluge of rain, Des-
titution is everywhere and appailing.
There is little food and less water.

|Or Messina’s 90,000 population it ia

b

that
thousand

helieved
Forty

fully 70,000 Tu-rished,!

persons died in!
Reggio

King Emmanue]l and Helena
were in Messina yesterday., The king
explored the ruins, regardless of the
danger to which he exposed himecelf.
He was oficn moved to tears at the
heart-rending scenes he came upon at
1. The kingz was 'oud in his
praise the splendid accom-
nlished by the Italians, Russian and
English bluejackets, who saved many
persons wio otherwize would have in
evitably perished. The queen spent
the day in the wards improvised
hospitals visiting the ‘wounded, maay
of whom have los: all that was dear to
them. Her majesty did her to
cheer them with womanly words of
consclation, often hreaking into sobs
as she lisiened to their dreadful tales
of suffe The king left for Regzlo
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Refogees in Dire Need.

Catania, the largest city nearest to
the zone of the disaster, is crowded
with refugees, and the continuous
stream of fugitives coming in, the
sight of the wounded and repetition
of real or imagindry earthquakes have
alarmed the population that they
are becoming uncentrollable. There is
no longer any place where the refugees
may find shelter.

Cardinal Francica-Xava di Bontife,
archhishop of Catania, has employed
all the money in his possession to pro-
vide bread for the fugitives, but the
people of Catanin also are in great
need, as the ordinary business pur-
stite have bheen entirely interrupted.

The government iz finling diffienlty
in ascertaining the fate of the many
foreigners who were in the earthquake
zone at the time of the.catastrophe,
inquiries concerning whom are coming
from all quarters of the globe.

The number of Americans in Sicily
and southern Italy is believed to be
smnll, and severa] of them are re-
ported to have heen staying at Taor-
mina, which is on the east coast about

S0

(Continued on Page Twelve.)

WRIGHT BREAKS
MARK AT CLOSE
OF THE OLD YEAR

Lemans, France, Dec. 31.—Wilber
Wright beat all previous aeroplane
records this afternoon with a magni-
ficent flight that Jasted two hours, nine
minutes, ' . e

SOME  ARE SAFE

Chicagoans For Whom Fears Were
Entertained Alive and Well in
Southern Italy.

MANY OTHERS IN DOUBT

State Department Takes Steps to Com-
municate News teo Anxious
Relatives Here.

Chicago, Dec. 31.—A private cable
gram was recefved today announcing
the sate!;\' of the following Chicagoans,
for whose safety fears had been feit:
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Baur, Mr. and Mrs.
Charles H. Thompson, Mr. and Mrs.
William J. Hibbard, Jr., Mr. and Mrs.
0. J. Eiger, Misses Matilda, Louise and
Bertha Trainer, Harry K. Owsley, T.
A. Griffin, and Mr. and Mrs. J. Q.
Pridmore,

Ninety-Six Guests in One Hotel. |

Paris, Dec. 31.—A dispatch from
Rome says 90 guests, including Amerik
cans, Epglish and French travelers,
were staving at the Hotel Trinacria,
Messina, when the city was destroyed.
They all perished. The proprietor of
Trinacria alone escaped. There are
only two survivors of the guests who
were quartered in Hotel de France,

State Depurtment Active.

Washington, Dee. 31.—Every effort
is being made by the state department
to obtain news of the American -citi-
#ene who were in the earthquake zone

qin Iltaly and whose fate has caused

‘heir friends much uneasiness. Ambas-
sador Griscom at Rome was directed
to cable promptly any Information ob-
tainable regarding the missing people
and to send some of the American vice
consuls in Italy to the scene of distress
to render whatever aid is possible. Ef-
forts are being made to keep in com-
munication with the deputy econsul,
Lupton, at Xessina, to the end that
prompt advices may reach here regard
ing any American in trouble there.

SHERIFFS +ELECT OFFICERS

Peters of Cook County Is Placed on
Executive Committee.

Springfield, Il., Dec. 31.—After
adopting the report of the special ldg-
islation comumittee econ ing in no
uncertain terms the proposed law in
relation to courts and listening to sev-
eral interesting addresses the follow-

Ing officers were elected yesterday for|
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AND ARGUS.

PRICE TWO CENTS.

DEMAND FOR
FATAL TO

the ensuing year by the Illinois Sher-
iffs’ association:

President—Charleg E. Weaner, San-
gamon county.

Vice president—M. E. Bray, Mont-
gomery county.

Treasurer—C. A. Hamilton, White-
side county.

Secretary—Chief Deputy Long, Say-
gamon county,

An executive commitiee was elected
to consist of the following: Sheriffs
Peters of Cook county, McGorray of
Macon county, Haese of Peoria county,
Richardson of Kane county, Johnson
of Christian county and Deputy Sheriff
Stovall of Douglas county.

The association voted to hold its an-
nual meeting in this city doring the
state fair next year.

FOOT AND MOUTH
DISEASE BESTED

Secretary Wilson Says No New Out-
breaks Have Been Reported Since
December 18.

Washington, Dee. 31.—*I believe

we've about gotten the foot and mouth
disease corralled,” declared Secretary
of Agriculture Wilson today. “No new
onibreaks of the discase have been
found since that which occurred in
Snyder county, Pennsylvania, Dec. 18,
continned the secretary. *I want (0
emphasize, however, we are létting np
in our investizations very slowily be-
cause if we didn't foreigm countries
might quarantine against the whoia
United States, as they are very sus-
picious of getting infection.”

STUDENT MISSING
SINCE SEPT. 22 FOUND

Willis E. Smith, Supposed Victim of
Hazers With Relatives at Owens-
boro, Ky.

Lexington, Ky., Deée, 31.—Willis E.
Smith, the member of the {r2siupan
class of Kentucky state university whe
mysteriously disappeared Sept, 22 sl
jer having been hazed and was sup-

# sed to have been shipped out, lgeked
R OGS L {5“'1’13"!"%3 ight]
at Owensboro, Ky.. where his bro%ers
and sisters live. He talked incoher-
ently and was unable to give any ac-
curate account of where he had been,
but told wild stories of having been
detained in a cave in northerm Wiscon-
sin and fed on bear meat. He said he
had left the university unwillingiy but
could give no clear explanation of
where he had been for the last three
months,

IRREGULARITIES
IN DENVER FUEL

iowa Men File Application for An
Accounting of Important Colorado
Concern.

Denver, Dec. 31.—Iowa stockholders
in the Denver and Northwestern Fuel
company filed a petition for an ac-
counting in the federal court yvesterday
against six Denver men in which they
charge the misapplication of funds and
wrongful transfer of stock and prop-
erty of the company to the Union Land
company.

MISSISSIPPI  “DRY” TODAY

HARMONY
HIS AMBITION

C. P. Taft, Brother of
President-Elect, Out of
Senatorial Race.

STRENGTH TO BURTON

ssues 2 Statement Placing
Himself in Light of a
Willing Martyr.

Columbus, * Dec. 31.—Definite an-
nouncement {8 made from his head-
quarters today that Charles P. Taft
fas withdrawn f{rom the senatorial
race “in the interest of party har
mony." It is also stated the Hamil-
ton county delegation, the backbone
of the Taft strepgth, wonld be deliver-
ed to Burton, thus insuring his elec-
tion as successor to Senator Foraker:

He Was Misunderstood.

In the statement that was issued by
Taft he says:

“My candidacy from the beginning
stemed to have been misunderstood.
I have been represented as urging II!
own personal ambition at the expense
of republican harmony and success.

The imputation is unjust; but that §s

of no moment at the present time;

The cause of it shall exist no longer.

I yield persona] ambition for the

accomplishment of more important

things.” 2
Always a Republican.

After stating he had been a sincere -

and consistent republican all his life,
and that it has long been his ambition
to be g senator from Ohio, he con-
tinued: :
“Conditions have now arisen which
impose a higher duty upon me :
the gratifieation of any personal
tioa.
test for the senatorship would divide
the republican party in Ohio, and I am
not willing to be in any way responsi-
ble for such division.

Insints Hix Chances Were Good.
“Although it does not appear at
ent any candidate has enough votes

win the caucus nomination, and

many of my friends insist I can a 1:
wil] beat, I put these considerations

aside in order to meet more worthier
obligations. 1 withdraw as candidate
for sepator, and with grateful appre-
ciation release my friends from furthep
effort in my behalf.

Will Be Wheel Horse an of Yore,

“I will resume my place in the coun-
cils of the republican party and give
to its welfare and to the splendid pol
icies for which it stands the same
service and devotion which have bedn

it is clear-that a prolonged con-.
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the great privilege and pride of my

life.”
Foraker Out, Toe.

Columbus, Dec. 31.—Senator For-
aker at noon issued a statement form-
ally withdrawing from the senatorial
fight. This leaves the field practically
clear for Burton. Foraker says he is
gratified that matters have turned out
the way they have that he himself {8

Prohibition Law Becomes Effective 24
Hours Earlier Than Expected.
Jackson, Miss., Dec. 31.—At midnight
last night the sale of liguor in Missis-
sippl became unlawful, according to
an opinjon ' announced by Attorney
General Stirling. Because of a con-
flict of opinion as to the construction
of the recently enacted state-wide pro.’
hibition law in reference to the time
when the enactment should become ef-l
fective, the matter was referred to

I
|

pretation. In his opinion the attorney

it shali become effective “on and after
Dec. 31.”

willing at a]l times to make personal
self sacrifice in the interests of party
unity. The withdrawal of Taft, he des
clared, clegred the eituation and
made his candidacy no longer neces-
sary.
Others Step Aside,

Governor Harris and J. Warren
Keifer have withdrawn. Former Lleu-
tenant Governor Harding will with-
draw,

Pope Grants a Dispensation.
Washington, Dec. 31.—Mgr. Falconio,
last night announced that the pope h‘.l

on New Year's

day, which falls
Friday. .

New York, Dec. 31—Lewis Nixon,
expert engineer and shipbuilder, Is
authority for the statement tnat the
Aerial Navigation company, with a cap-
ital of $50,000,000, has been organized.
“An airship 700 feet long, with a di-
ameter of 80 feet and passenger rcom
for 100 persons, will be bullt in the
Nixon yards, and a few guns may be
mounted,” said Mr. Nixon.

“The ship will be expected to carry
food and fuel enough for a trip across
the ocean. It will cost $1,000,000 and
when completed the ship probably will
weigh 140 tons. It has beenr most care-
fully thought out in every detail by Mr.
Pennington—‘Airship Pennington’ as
he has been known—and the shape of

the attorney general for official inter- papal delegate to the United Btates, -

general deciares that as the act reads given a dispensation from abstinence

LEWIS NIXON SAYS COMPANY HAS
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of the motive power and many othér

details, are original with him. He has

been at work on them for 12 years snd

some of his patents on features of this

ship were obtathed 12 years ago.
“We have been working every

on the design for the ship. 1

been asked to act as comsulting

neer.” Of the personne] of the

pany I know fittle, : i
“Thurlow Weed Barmes, who

the wessel, as well as the arrangement

BEEN FORMED TO BUILD BIG AIRSHIP -
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